n Nerd Landia

Date By Gar'y Soto
STUDY GUIDE
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Look at the title and front cover of the play. Make a
prediction about what you think this play is going to be
about.

@tting: Where and when does this scene take\ Describe in TWo steps How Joaquin and

Placg? MARTIN became [riends:
(ha

\J /

Draw a . .
picture of . .
Martin, based
on his
description on
P4

7

&

What’s the cause
of Martin’s
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-
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What does the word triste mean in English? sad —~ excited 4 /7 scared | sleepy g

@ External Fear

Name two
reasons Martin
is afraid to ask
Ceci out:

A
What does the word corazon mean in English? happy sunqbd|> heart light
DVQ -

On p. 5, Freddie reveals that he’s next in line for a job “washing dishes in a Chinese

Restaurant. Im going to carry on the family tradition.” What is Joaquin’s
response to this news?

What does this reveal to you about the social pressures and concerns these characters seem
to have?

Describe
THE STEpS
iN THE
plaN TO
MAKEOVER
MARTIN




SCENE 2

Write the reasons Ceci says she’s attracted to Martin, even though her girlfriends find him

| G

Describe Lupe’s experience with vatos:

What are some not-so-nice words
that the girls use to describe guys? /
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What do Ceci’s feelings for the “nerd” suggest
about her character?

How did Ceci

resolve her

dispute with

Sleepy?

List the three examples of . .
humor so far in the play. aD escribe Cecz 5 /)lan.
to “snag” cfMartin




SCENE 3

Gettil’lg: Describe the location where this scene takes place: \

What's happened to this place? Describe the mood™*:

\ **Mood is the effect of the author's words on the reader’s feelings./

Why (5 Sleepy 50 willivgg, to let Martin go What is ironiC** aBout the “fortunes’™

A 4

**lrony 1s when the
= e opposite of what

outf with Ceex, ﬁl’rho%h he oMl conaiders
her Wio 6(rlFr(el/ld?

; As the characters move thru La Raza, they reminisce about their childhoods.

- What clues does this place give to the economic conditions in their lives?

Describe one of your Tavorite childhood places:

________________________________________________________________________________________________



: Give 3 examples of when the boys misuse words. What effect
: does Soto achieve with this literary technique?

mv does Martin change once he replaces hia\ How does Ceci’s alteration parallel Martin’sx

“nerd” clothes with a gang outfit?

~

How is this metamorphosis humorous? In what ways is her transformation the
opposite of Martin's?

T

\ ) " W,
(pe claims that you can take la chola out of el barrio, pero you cant
take el barrio out of la chola’

What is Soto suggesting about the effect of setting on character?

How has your neighborhood affected who you are? (Like who your friends are,
what activities you do, things you say, places you go, etc.)




SCENE €

Daescribe the “opaeration” that the boys perform on Martin. Include the dlements that
they add to his character.
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.-"How does Martin’s speech cllange after the

¢ transformation? Give two examples:

Wky are Geci ara Martinr
attractead to eack otker
after their trapsformations?

.
.
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What causes conflict between Ceci and her friends after her
transformation?

7 :

[ Do you think that Ceci and Martin would have become a couple if either or both of them had not remade ‘
i themselves? Give at least 2 reasons to support your answer.




SCENE 5

Why do the other boys want TO become Nerds?  WHAT is HumMoRrous aAbout THEIR decision?

= WHY DON'T CECI'S GIRLFRIENDS RECOGNIZE
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I invisible to you two, all
because I was different.’ What
conflicts and emotions is he voicing here?

HOW DOES THIS MISTAKE IN IDENTITY ADD
TO THE PLAY’S DRAMATIC TENSION?
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PENTFY THE PLAY' S5 cLMAX. (THE PONT OF GREATEST TENSION)

WHAT CONFLICT 15 RESOLVED HEREP

WLAT NEWV CONFLICTS ARE CREATED?
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PERSONAL REFLECTIONS

ﬁhat statement do you think Gary Soto is making about: \

Identity and heritage?:

Appearance?

Social class?

School achievement?

IMAGINE THAT NERDLANDIA WAS SET IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD INSTEAD OF THE FRESNO BARRIO. HOW
WOULD THE SETTING CHANGE THE STORY~> VUSE EXAMPLES FROM THE PLAY AND YOUR LIFE.

I

’ | would qive Nerd [avdia tHis rating:  (Fill in THE NUMbER Of STARS)

WORST THING I EVER READ i i i i i i i i i i AWESOME, I HOPE TO READ MORE

BOOK JUST LKKE IT.

I would rRecommend This play 1O because:

A\ )




